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VISHWA NIRMALA DHARMA

EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY

               (SAHAJA YOGA)

DATE:   March 7, 2008

RE:
   Special Event (Please Attend or Send a Representative)


TO:         ____________________________________________

This is an invitation to you to attend in a premiere screening of the film FREEDOM AND LIBERATION, which is a full length feature film about Shri Mataji’s life.  Sahaja Yoga will be sponsoring the screening, together with UBC/Robson Square and several other community services, on March 20th in the Robson Square Theatre (800 Robson Street).  Doors will open for this event at 6:30 p.m. The screening will commence at 7:30 p.m., followed by cake and refreshments.  


On 21st March 2008, Her Holiness Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi, founder of the worldwide Sahaja Yoga meditation group, will celebrate her 85th Birthday in Chhindwara, India. 

Thousands of Sahaja Yoga practitioners from around the world, including many from Canada, will be travelling to Chhindwara to join other international and local dignitaries to celebrate this remarkable woman’s birthday. 

Since starting Sahaja Yoga in 1970, Shri Mataji has maintained an incredible travelling schedule of visiting more than a dozen countries each year. She has delivered many lectures, given numerous television and radio interviews, and been the subject of newspaper articles around the world. An articulate speaker, Shri Mataji is the founder and sole director of Sahaja Yoga or Vishwa Nirmala Dharma, which is an established non-profit organisation that has expanded into 95 countries worldwide.

From the early 1980’s to the mid-1990’s, she has visited Canada several times and has travelled widely throughout the world to conduct free public meditation programs in every major city, where tens of thousands attended her lectures.  

Sahaja Yoga’s meditation helps people to achieve balance and inner peace in their lives. In many of the larger international cities, inner city programs are held to help the needy and in rehabilitation centers to alleviate drug and alcohol problems through the practice of Sahaja Yoga.  Free meetings are also held in work environments and hospitals. Shri Mataji’s personal attention is constantly on sustaining and expanding these free community services around the world.

She has spent a great deal of time in America since the September 11th tragedy and has been in correspondence with President Bush since then. She always has a great insight in global affairs and her attention is very much on the current dilemma in Iraq and the Middle East.  Her experience and influence in the diplomatic world has always been subtle but effective. A great deal of her energy has gone on the difficult and precarious situation of world peace today.

Some examples of recognition of these efforts are; being nominated twice for the Nobel Peace Prize; in New York   1989-1994 - invited by the United Nations Sahaja Yoga Organisation for four consecutive years to speak on ways to achieve world peace; atPRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=" the U.S. 105th Congress 1997 and 106th Congress 2000 was honorarium read into Congressional Record by Congressman Eliot Engle commending Shri Mataji for her dedicated and tireless work for humanity.

Her work has been recognised by many international peace leaders…

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="“Shri Mataji's discovery brings genuine hope to humanity.” Claes Nobel, (grand nephew of Alfred Nobel, Nobel Peace Prize Foundation) Chairman of the United Earth Organisation

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=" “You, Shri Mataji, by virtue of your courage, and your sincerity and your purity, by virtue of your untiring travels through the five continents, you are today justly considered to be the Messenger of Peace in the world”

“I would like to express to you my intense feeling of gratitude and recognition, which I know are shared by all the Muslims of Europe, and in particular the Shiite community, for all your effort and sacrifice in the pursuit of peace.” Ayatollah Medhi Rouhani - leader of the Muslim Shiite faith.

Shri Mataji herself is a person of impeccable character. The daughter of the only Christian member of India’s first constituent assembly and drafter of the Indian Constitution, she was a contemporary of Mahatma Gandhi and a member of his Ashram for extended periods.  She studied medicine and later married a public servant, Mr C P Srivastava, who rose to become the Senior Private Secretary of then Indian Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri.  Mr Srivastava was later elected as the Secretary-General of the United Nations International Maritime Organisation (UNIMO) one of the UN’s 16 permanent bodies for a record four terms (16 years).  

Shri Mataji herself has served on Indian Government organisations such as the Indian film censorship board.  Her public lectures stress the importance of public service and sacrifice and reinforce her message that all the great religions are to be respected and understood as expressions of a common human spirituality.  Her life has also been a crusade against narrow sectarianism and racism.  In fact, during the mass killings at the time of the partition of India she sheltered Muslim artists in her home at serious risk to herself.

I will be in contact with your office to follow up this request.  Thank you for your consideration of the request.

Yours sincerely

Shreya Ozkaya

Vishwa Nirmala Dharma Educational Society

www.FreeMeditation.ca
(604) 465-7356
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